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1.8 June 195® 


HaSDB AKSIIS fOSs Deputy Diiieetor/Xntelligence 

SUBJECT s Attribution of Authorship of Seoaeeie Research 

Bepcrts to 08 R 

RlflflBREBCB: Herao to Asst, to- W/l (Admin.) from DAD/RH, dated 

29 Hay I958> subject* "Employee Suggestion 3118" 


1. A recant employee suggestion .has proposed that our reports be 
attributed by name to the analyst principally responsible for their 
preparation, this proposal is not new. The idea has been discussed 
here before, although no conclusion has heretofore been reached. 

2* Our most recast review of the- pros sad com of this proposal 
leads: us to believe that the ids®. Merits tentative acceptance, at. 
least os a trial basis, ft® Etecswwlc Research Area of 01® has reacted 
affirmtively to the proposal. Adaption of this practice would probably 
help to satisfy the need often experienced by professional scholars for 
o<xm tom of recognition and would contribute to employee morale. Tim 
resultant tocrease to Job satisfaction would fee a positive step toward 
the solution of our attrition problems. la toe present highly eca- 
petitive market for professional economists, there is a seed for 
measures aimed at reducing attrition of professional personnel. 

3» Ut recognise that certain difficulties will have to be mt and 
dealt with in carrying out such a steps 

a. to argument leveled ag&iast the proposal Jams been that 

attribution, of reports to individual analysts might be corntroed 
a& relieving Of®. and the Agency of raapansJ.bi 11 ty for the views 
expressed to toe report, this problem, tiowever, m feel cm be 
sickly dealt with by retaining toe footnote that presently ap- 
pears or the first page of ORK formal reports, which reeds; "The 
estimates and conclusions coot atoed to this report represent toe 
best Jud#aeat of 0 Ml as of 1958." 

b. toother problem might arise frem the fact that seam of 
our reports are the. product of toe efforts of & number of people 
and to come of these, a good many people from all around toe 
Keancx&ie Research Area, toe question of including all those who 
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have legitimate elate for 'toe responsibility of to® mport in. & 
tie* c sms wald. doubtless be difficult. We feel, however, that 
with the exercise ef reasonable care and cossmitoebo, such 
ceoaeioafid problems could be solved css a case-by-caee basis. 

e. toother possible difficulty relates to tbs- security 
aspects of listing authors of reports, fhia is a problem which 
has not as yet been discussed with Security, 

d. In B<sm instances, reports published by OKn ia aollaboratlm 
with other Office® would retire that the m$m& of those personnel 
principally involved in both Offices be included, provided that 
the bead of the other cosgpoaie&t agrees. 

At this writing, m feel that the proposal has sufficient mrtt 
to warrant an ej^erteent to enable us to determine whether the. advasi-- 
togas In fact outweigh the MeeAvaatsges, have for setae tine been 
identifying the authors of our Current Support Hettor&ada, and this seesas 
to ta^s resulted both in a net benefit to mere. le and Is & wrtei increase 
ia the Busher of such «e© 0 rends. being; initiated. If you agree that toe 
idea fans merit, w® propose as a next step to discus® It with the Office 
of Security to explore tow security ramifioatioaa. 


25X1 A9a 



Acting Assistant Director 
Research sad laports 
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